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1st May 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

HOME LEARNING DURING CLOSURE PERIOD: Reception Pack 3 

I hope that you and your child enjoyed some of the activities in the last home learning pack. We have had lots of 

positive feedback about the approach we are taking with our home learning, with families welcoming the choice 

that they have with the subjects and activities so they can match their child’s home learning to their personal 

circumstances. Please remember that there are examples of timetables on the website, which you can adapt for 

your child, along with additional resources to support you during this time.  

The information below is from your child’s year group teachers outlining work that your child could complete over 

the next two weeks (Monday 4th May – Friday 15th May). The pack follows the same format as the last pack, 

ensuring full coverage across the curriculum. Teachers are starting to make links to resources from BBC and Oak 

National Academy, both endorsed by the governement and Havering LA, where they feel that these lessons will 

enhance our children’s learning.  

In order to help you and your child to stay connected to our school community, we strongly encourage you to set 

up a family Twitter account and follow Branfil (@BranfilPrimary). Staff are regularly posting information and 

challenges which you can respond to if you would like to. I have so enjoyed seeing the photos and films of the 

children responding to the tweets. 

Teachers would also love you to contact them by email each week to share some of the home learning that your 

child has been doing. I am sure that your child will love getting some feedback from their teacher and hopefully it 

will act as an additional incentive for them to complete some home learning. Please email: 

 reception@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk and so on for all year groups. 

In line with usual school procedure, we will update you when there is further news in relation to the school 

closure, via text messages and email.  

Thank you as always for your support and understanding during this time. 

Kind regards 

 

 

Mrs Sansom 

Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:reception@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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VE Day 2020 

Friday 8 May is the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe, when the nation will join together to commemorate 

the service and sacrifice of the WWII generation then and now.  

It will be an opportunity for us all to remember the enormous sacrifices that were made at home and abroad 

and to ‘celebrate’ as people did 75 years ago, the arrival of peace in Europe. 

It would be lovely if you were to explore VE Day together with your family and then send your work to your 

year group email.  We can then share your work on Twitter and on our school website so Branfil can say, “To 

those who gave so much, we thank you.”  

Some ideas but we are sure you will come up with some brilliant ones of your own: 

 ‘Talk the talk’ of a great man. Act out Winston Churchill’s iconic speech. You can find the transcript 
here. 

 Recreate the nationwide celebrations of 1945 in your lounge and even play some wartime tunes!  

 Make some bunting and decorate your house 

 Make a newspaper front page 

 Design a medal 

 Make a WW2 recipe 

 Tom Moore – do we need to say more! 

 

https://www.primarytreasurechest.com/teachingresources/category/world-war-two-teaching-resources.html 

(For All) 

 

Our current topic is Space:  
 

 Read or listen to Q Pootle 5 by Nick Butterworth-please note some of the following tasks link to this 
story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_mOrZ5F-b4&t=105s 
Discuss the story. Did you enjoy the story and why/why not? What was your favourite part of the 
story? Did anything surprise you? If you were Q Pootle 5, what would you have done when your 
spaceship crashed?  
 

 Design a new spaceship for Q Pootle 5. Label your spaceship and have a go at writing some sentences 
to describe the spaceship. You could then use junk modelling materials or construction toys to build 
your spaceship.  
 

 Make some invites for the Moon Party. Make sure your invites include where and when the moon party 
would be and if the party guests would need to bring anything with them.  
 

 If you were going to throw a Moon Party, what food and drink would you have? Create a menu for your 
party. What kind of games would you play? What kind of decorations would you need? Make a list of 
everything you would need. Maybe you and your family could have your own moon party at home! If 
you do, make sure you take some photos to share with us!  
 

 Have a go at baking some Space biscuits:  
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/amazing-half-term-space-projects-kids 
 

 Make some rocket fruit kebabs: 

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1941-1945-war-leader/to-v-e-crowds
http://www.winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1941-1945-war-leader/to-v-e-crowds
https://www.primarytreasurechest.com/teachingresources/category/world-war-two-teaching-resources.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_mOrZ5F-b4&t=105s
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/amazing-half-term-space-projects-kids
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Whilst doing this have a think about healthy foods - which foods are healthy to eat and which foods do 
we need to eat less of? Why is it important to eat healthily? Have a go at drawing and labelling your 
favourite healthy foods and treat foods. Ask your family which healthy foods and treat foods are their 
favourites. Here is a video to help you think about healthy eating: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2pxpv4 
 

 Research astronauts. Can you find out the name of the first person to walk on the Moon? Would you 
like to be an astronaut?  What do you think it would be like to walk on the Moon? Have a go at acting 
this out - can you think of some words to describe what it might be like? 
 

 Listen to and join in with these Space dances on the BBC School Radio website:  
Journey to the Moon: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vs2 
Meet the Aliens: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vs3 
 

 Draw an alien that you think might be living in space. Create a fact file about your alien - what is it 
called? What does it look like? Where does it live? What does it eat? What does your alien like doing?  
 

 Write a short Space themed story-you might want to base this on Q Pootle 5 or one of the Space stories 
from the last home learning list. You could write a sentence or two for your story each day over the 
course of a week. Parents/carers, please encourage children to write as independently as possible. At 
this stage the children should be using their phonic knowledge to help them spell and this means that 
spelling will not always be accurate. 
 

 Make moon sand- 1/4 cup baby oil for every 2 cups of flour. To fill a plastic container, you can 
use 8 cups of flour and 1 cup of baby oil. You need to mix it well to break up any balls of baby 
oil that form. Then store it in an airtight container when not in use. 
 

 Make slime: 

- 3 tbsp contact lens solution 
- Three 4-fl oz of white school glue  
- 1 ½ tbsp baking soda 
- Food colour of your choice 

Method 

- Mix all of the glue and soda. 
- Add food colour and then add contact lens solution. 
- Mix until slime begins to form. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2pxpv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vs2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vs3
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- Keep kneading well. If required, add a bit of contact lens solution to make it less sticky. 

 

 Keeping active: 
At school we love to keep our bodies and minds healthy by using a variety of online resources, here are 
two of our favourites: 
Cosmic Kids Yoga on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 
GoNoodle-this website has a range of resources from Zumba to mindfulness activities: 
www.gonoodle.com 

 

 Art (for this half term): 
Research the artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo. Can you find out 5 interesting facts about this artist? See if 

you can write these facts down or share them with another family member. 

Can you create your own piece of art using Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s style? 

 

 Music (for this half term): 
Log on to the Charanga website (the Music scheme we follow at Branfil) and have fun learning about 
Big Bear Funk.  
1. Go to http://www.charanga.com 
2. Click on the Pupil and Teacher Login box on the left-hand side of the screen 
3. In the Charanga YUMU box in the middle, enter the username and password for Reception: 

               Username -BranfilR 
        Password -yearr  (please note the double r) 
       4. Click the Launch button and follow the steps on the right-hand side to work through the activities. 

 
 

Maths and Phonics: 
 

 Practise ordering numbers 1-10. Can you do this forwards and backwards? Take it in turns with and 
adult to turn over/hide some of the numbers. Can your partner work out which number is missing and 
explain how they know? Now try with numbers to 20! 
 

 Gather some of your favourite toys and imagine they are all going on an exciting bus journey together. 
Start with 5 toys on the bus, at the next stop 2 more toys get on. How many toys are on the bus now? 
Use counting on to help you find the answer, starting at 5 and counting on 2 more. Use this sentence 
stem to explain what has happened: ‘First there were 5 toys on the bus, then 2 more got on. Now there 
are 7 toys on the bus altogether.’ Repeat the bus journey using different amounts of toys-challenge 
yourself by using larger numbers! 
You could repeat this activity on a different day with toys getting off the bus and using counting back to 
work out how may toys would be left, 
 

 Use number cards if you have them, or write the numbers 1-10 on paper and lay them out in the 
correct order. Start on different numbers and jump or hop on a number of steps, for example starting 
on 3 and jumping on 2. See if you can use counting on to work out what number you will land on-try it 
out and see if you were correct! Repeat starting on different numbers and moving on different 
amounts of steps. If you have chalk you could write the numbers outside on the floor and complete the 
same activity or you could draw a hopscotch. This activity can be extended by using numbers to 20 if 
your child is confident working within 1-10. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
http://www.gonoodle.com/
http://www.charanga.com/
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 For this activity you will need a dice (here is a link to virtual link if you do not have a dice at home: 
https://www.online-stopwatch.com/chance-games/roll-a-dice/). Start with 10, roll the dice and count 
back that many. To start with you may like to draw a picture to help you count back i.e. drawing ten 
circles and crossing out the amount you are taking away. After a few goes, see if you can use your 
fingers to help you count back or see if you can count back in your head. Can you record the numbers 
that you use and the answers you find as number sentences (i.e. 10-3=7)?  
 

 Play skittles-talk about how many you start with and then how many you manage to know down. Can 
you count back to work out how many you have left? What would the number sentence be? Who can 
knock over the most skittles? Who knocks over the least? (You can make your own if you do not have 
any:  https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/make-your-own-skittles.)  

 

 Play a board game together that involves using numbers and counting on and back, for example snakes 
and ladders. Create your own board game https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/make-your-own-board-
game-t-tp-2549479  
 

 Play number bingo when you go out for your daily exercise. Choose 5 numbers between 0-50 and write 
these down to take out with you, ask the adult going with to do the same. Look carefully for your 
chosen numbers in the environment whilst you are outside-who can find all their numbers first? 
Challenge yourself further and try using numbers to 100! 
 

 See if you can make their own first, then and now stories for adding and taking away. For example First 
I was standing on number 5 and then I made 2 jumps, now I am standing on number 7.  
 

 Additional maths activities can also be found at: 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/ 

 

 Read Write Inc Live Phonics sessions on Youtube 
Read Write Inc Phonics, the Phonics scheme that we follow at Branfil, are offering daily Phonics 
sessions live on YouTube. Each session is just over 10 minutes long and will help your child to practise 
reading and writing the sounds they have been learning. Please follow this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zQ24vACH9z4zO53N_JCYlSl 
Set 1 sounds (single letter sounds + sh, th, ch, nk and ng) are taught daily at 9:30 am 

Set 2 sounds (digraphs and trigraphs) are taught daily at 10:00 am 

Further information about these sessions, including the schedule of sounds to be covered, can be found 

at: https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ 

 Make some playdough together (see recipe attached). Use your playdough to go to a Dough Disco 
(search for ‘Dough Disco’ on YouTube). 

 

 Use the Cbeebies website to practise phonics and maths with Alphablocks and Numberblocks: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 

 

 Practise feeding your ‘Fred the Frog’ your new phonic sounds and words. Practise using ‘Fred fingers 
for spelling’ to write these words down (an example of how to do this can be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GjC6q7kX68) 

 

https://www.online-stopwatch.com/chance-games/roll-a-dice/
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/make-your-own-skittles
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/make-your-own-board-game-t-tp-2549479
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/make-your-own-board-game-t-tp-2549479
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zQ24vACH9z4zO53N_JCYlSl
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GjC6q7kX68
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 Read at least once a day-this can be any book that you enjoy reading together. Encourage children to 
use their phonic skills where appropriate and discuss what is happening in the book.  

 

 Practise name writing-first name and surname. 
 

 Practise number bonds to 10: 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Make an egg box into a tens frames to practise number bonds:  
 

 
 

 Practise adding numbers to 10 together, using objects and/or using the counting on method. 
 

 Practise doubling and halving numbers to 10.  
 

 Practise recognising one more and one less than numbers to 20. 
 

 Practise writing numbers.  
 
Websites: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?AgeGroup=1 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ (Ebooks and related activities) 

Username: ElmClass2020     FirClassBPS      AshClassBPS 
Password: Branfil                   Branfil                 Branfil 

www.sumdog.com (Maths games) 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?AgeGroup=1
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.sumdog.com/
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Playdough Recipe: 

Ingredients: 

6 cups of flour  

6 tablespoons of oil (this can be any oil) 

1 and a half cups of salt 

6 tablespoons of cream of tartare 

4 and a half cups of just boiled water 

Food colouring of your choice  

Method: 

1. Put the dry ingredients into a large bowl. 

2. Add the food colouring to the water.  

3. Gradually add the water and oil. 

4. Mix together with a spoon first.  

5. Knead the dough together until you have a dough consistency. 

If your mixture is sticky you can add more flour. 
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Set 2 sounds:  

ay: may I play? (day, play, may, way, say, spray)  

ee: what can you see? (see, three, been, green, seen, sleep)  

igh: fly high (high, night, light, fright, bright, might)  

ow: blow the snow (blow, snow, low, show, know, slow)  

oo: poo at the zoo (too, zoo, food, pool, moon, spoon)  

oo: look at a book (took, look, book, shook, cook, foot)  

ar: start the car (car, star, part, start, hard, sharp)  

or: shut that door (sort, short, horse, sport, fork, snort)  

air: that’s not fair ( fair, stair, hair, air, chair, lair)  

ir: twirl and whirl (girl, bird, third, whirl, twirl, dirt)  

ou: shout it out (out, shout, loud, mouth, round, found)  

oy: toy for a boy (toy, boy, enjoy) 
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Please practise reading the following words from sight. Children can also practise 

spelling and writing the words in the first two columns:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


